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BRITISH AMERICA: DOMINION OF 


CANADA AND NEWFOUNDLAND. 


ey 


13. Manitoba. — Manitoba has a small 
population. Winnipeg is the capital and 
chief town. 


The Red River of the North, a navigable stream 
flowing from the United States, is the best wa- 








ter-way to the province. It is connected through 
Winnipeg and other large lakes with the Sas- 
katchawan River. ‘Together they furnish more 
than 2000 miles of inland navigation through 
one of the most fertile sections of the continent. 


14. British Columbia,— British Colum- 
bia abounds in timber, coal, gold, and other 


metals. New Westminster is an important 


town. Victoria is the capital. 


British Columbia can ‘only be reached from the 
other provinces by a journey through San Fran- 
cisco or by sea around the continent: its chief 
commercial interests are therefore with the Pa- 








6. Commercial routes.— The chief commercial water 
route is the St. Lawrence and the Great Lakes. 


The rapids of the St. Lawrence above Montreal, and the falls of 
the Niagara and St. Marys rivers, are’ passed by means of canals ; 
the St. Marys Canal is in the United States. 

The Grand Trunk Railroad passes from the southern part of 
Ontario through the chief cities and down the St. Lawrence to 

_ Quebec, with a branch to Portland, Maine. In winter the com- 
munication of the interior with the ocean is through the United 
States, . | 

7. Wrade.—The principal trade of the provinces is with 
Great Britain and the United States. 


are fish, coal, grain, and lumber. 


The chief exports 


8. Nova Scotia.—Nova Scotia has many good har- 
bors and valuable fisheries, and exports sheep, coal, and- 
Halifax, the capital and 
largest city, is an important British naval station. 

9. Prince Edward Island.—Prince Edward Island 
has a fertile soil, and agriculture is the leading occupa- 
tion. Charlotte Town is the capital. 

10. New Brunswick.—New Brunswick is noted for 
its timber forests. Its chief exports are lumber and fish. 
St. John is the principal city. Frederickton is the capital. 

~ 11. Quebee.—The Province of Quebec is noted for 
its picturesque scenery and severe climate. 

Montreal, the chief city, and, after Chicago and Buffalo, 
the largest in the St. Lawrence basin, has an extensive 
commerce, and exports a large amount of grain to Europe. 
Quebec, the capital, is the second city in population, and 
has a large maritime commerce. 

12. Ontario.—Ontario produces a great amount of 
grain and lumber. Toronto, the capital and largest city, 
has a fine harbor and a large lake trade. | 


gypsum, or plaster of Paris. 








cific States. a 
s It is proposed to connegt British Columbia with 
Ontario or with the head of Lake Superior by a Canadian Pa- 
cific Railroad. 


15. Northwest Territories——The Northwest Terri- 
tories, which are a vast hunting-ground, were purchased 
by the Dominion from the Hudson Bay Fur Company. 

16. Newfoundland.— Newfoundland is a sterile, rocky 
island, and has a bold and broken coast. The ocean fish- 
eries are almost the only source of support to the inhab- 


itants. The chief exports are cod-fish, seal-skins, and oils. 


The fish are caught near the coasts, and in shallow places in the 
sea, which are called banks. During a large part of the year 
the coasts and the banks are covered with dense fogs. 


St. Johns is the capital and chief town. 


Its population varies from 10,000 during the winter to 25,000 or 
even 30,000 during the fishing-season. 

Labrador, a name properly applied only to the eastern shore of 
the peninsula, belongs to Newfoundland. Its fisheries find em- 
ployment for about 1000 small vessels and 30,000 men. 


Questions (I.)—1. What does British America comprise? What are its principal 
divisions ?—2. What is the area of the Dominion of Canada ?—8. Describe the govern- 
ment.—4. The climate.—5. The surface.—6. What is the chief commercial water-route ? 
—1. With what countries is the principal trade of the provinces? What are the chief 
exports ?—8, What is said of Nova Scotia? Halifax?—9. Of Prince Edward Island? 
What is the capital ?—10. For what is New Brunswick noted? What are its chief ex- 
ports? What is the principal city? The capital ?—11. For what is the Province of 
Quebec noted? Montfeal? The City of Quebec ?—12, What are the productions of 
Ontario? For what is Toronto noted?—13. What is the population of Manitoba? 
What is the capital ?—14. In what does British Columbia abound? What important 
town? What is the capital ?—15. How were the northwest territories acquired by the 
Dominion ?—16, What is Newfoundland? What is the character of the coast? What 
is the principal business? The chief exports? Fhe capital? 


(II.)—1. What other colonies has British America?—2. What is the Dominion of 
Canada? Of what does it consist? What large island is not included in the confed- 
eration ?—6. What is said of the rapids and falls in the rivers of this route? What 
railroad forms another great commercial route? What is the channel of trade in the 
winter ?-—13. What is said of the Red River of the North ?—14. With what states are 
the chief commercial interests of British Columbia? What connection with the Great 
Lakes is proposed ?—16. Where are the fishing-grounds of Newfoundland? What is 


said of the fogs? Of the population of St. Johns? To what province does Labrador 


i belong? What is said of its fisheries? 


